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3.1.5 Relational Database Concepts


f. select appropriate data types for a given set of data, and explain the advantages and disadvantages of alternative data types;

g. describe dynamic and static parameter queries and simple and complex queries and explain when and how they might be used.

	Data type
	Advantages 
	Disadvantages
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Boolean
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Text String
	
	

	[image: image3.jpg]



Number (integer & real)
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Date/time
	
	






Delete this after use!





It can store any type of data





It takes up a lot of space; one character = 1 byte





It is not easy to validate





No matter how big will not need as much storage capacity ie. Max 4 bytes





Easy to validate





Can perform calculations on them





It will not auto generate data





Must be entered in a specific format.








Can perform calculations on them








Takes up less space as each character is not stored as a separate byte








It forces the user to select one of two values so reduces the likely hood of error





It does not use much memory





Its short length increases speed of searching.





It limits the options you can give








